Making Contact Production Schedule:

Uplink dates: April 10 - May 2002 and beyond…

April 10: Toxic Cover-Ups

Deadline for freelance submission: March 6

Chemical companies and other industries that produce toxic waste pollute air, water and soil all over the world. How are communities living closest to these facilities affected by this waste? Are they aware of the dangers? Terrorism concerns have made it nearly impossible to obtain basic information about the threat of chemical accidents. On this program, we take a look at communities most affected by toxic pollution and what they are doing to confront the companies responsible.

April 17: Food Security

Deadline for freelance submission: March 13

A look at how food security for many people around the world is affected more by distribution and economic policies than on a lack of food. A focus also on how food “aid” to needy countries often disrupts their national economic systems when the aid is already a basic staple grown by local farmers.

April 24: Right Wing Movements in the U.S.

Deadline for freelance submission: March 20

The day before Christmas last year, the Washington Post declared that George W. Bush was the defacto leader of the Christian Right. Gary Bauer, a leading conservative, was quoted in the article as saying that Pat Robertson’s resignation in December as president of the Christian Coalition was particularly apt because “the position’s already been filled” by Bush. The far right has been off the radar screen for some time, but there are many critical issues that need to be raised: How strong are anti-abortion forces? Have the right-wing militias gained strength under the Bush presidency? Why haven’t there been questions raised about right-wing militias in light of the recent anthrax attacks? What is the agenda that is being enacted now?

May 1: Env’l Impacts of War
Deadline for freelance submission: March 27

This show looks at the environmental repercussions of war: preparing for war, the immediate effects, and the aftermath of war. As war becomes increasingly technologically advanced, the impacts on the environment become longer-lasting.

Here are other upcoming programs for which we are seeking pitches.

Deadline for freelance submission for all shows: April 10

Alternative Economic Visions

This show will explore economic theories and practices that transcend and look beyond capitalism. We take a look at groups that are currently using alternative models in businesses and collectives to demonstrate that it not only can be done, but is being done now. 

Privatization of Services

A look at the privatization of services globally. A focus on the General Agreement on Trades in Services, where it stands and how it will affect services such as health care, electricity, water etc. Some big development projects such as dams will be looked at specifically. Segment on South Africa in the works. Need one good segment looking at GATS, domestically and internationally. Other pitches welcome.

U.S., the United Nations and Human Rights

A look at current cases being reviewed by the U.N. Human Rights Committee, including Leonard Peltier case, abuses at Pelican Bay, and Food Not Bombs case. Discusses U.N. criticisms of U.S. for racism, poverty in the midst of plenty, police brutality esp against people of color, sanctions against Cuba, the rights of indigenous peoples and others. Current situation with prisoners of war and secret courts also considered. Includes Chirac’s scathing criticism of the United States in his address to UN. 

Palestinian Resistance

What does the Palestinian solidarity movement look like after September 11 in the United States and abroad? Who’s organizing and what are the recent campaigns, including divestment, etc.? 

USAID
USAID funds hundreds of projects around the world, many of which have been complete failures in terms of the stated goals and in how they mostly benefit multinational corporations and private sector at the expense of locally affected populations. The majority of USAID projects occur in poor countries  and countries which have recently experienced war. They are able to take advantage of the lack of infrastructure and governmental oversight to establish themselves and promote free trade policies within the fledgling governments. We are seeking segments on specific USAID projects around the world, as well as a focused segment on the program itself, its history and reputation. 

Waste

This is a show focused on municipal waste. On this planet, there is no “away.” Only about 30% of the country’s household waste is recycled. What happens to the rest? What about the level of production and consumption in the U.S. in general? Who is responsible for it? Have they really found a safe way “to get rid of” it? Who is benefitting from the current system? On this program, we look at what many view as a technical fix to a social problem. It will also look at some solutions. Would love a segment that rides along with a garbage truck on its route from home to dump, incinerator etc. Also one on Zero Waste, which is being pioneered in places like Halifax, Canada and Cairo, Egypt.

Congo

This show takes a look at the current situation in the DRC. The fragile peace process, U.S. corporate involvement, and UN involvement. We have some tape on the history of colonialism in the country, so we are seeking current stories. The voices of Congolese people is key.

MORE TO COME…

