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Kathy Kelly of Voices of Creative Nonviolence in Chicago writes from the Mideast, "It’s hard to fathom the vast indifference of Western observers to what their militaries are doing in Afghanistan – to the lives lost, the futures broken, the families and friendships and loves torn apart – all of which will occur in the next country we collectively agree to demolish, and the next. Our apathy surely makes it easier for military and political elites to wage multiple wars.  They count on us to look out at a world that we have been told is barbaric and feral, addled (unlike ours) with terrifying fundamentalism driving them (unlike us) to incessant violence."

THE U.S. GOVERNMENT IS WAGING ILLEGAL WARS ABROAD 

& CONFISCATING THE WEALTH OF THE MAJORITY AT HOME

FOR THE BENEFIT OF LESS THAN 1% OF THE U.S. POPULATION

Elections won't solve the problems. The government would like you to believe that these actions are questions of policy that will be decided in the upcoming elections. But the leading candidates of both major parties don't differ on war or the economy. Instead they try to outdo one another in (1) belligerence against presumed foreign enemies and (2) devotion to big banks and the major financial institutions in the country ("Wall Street"). In our sham democracy, government policy - killing and looting - is insulated from politics. We have no real control through the ballot box.     

The U.S. government is conducting wars around the world that are in the interest of only the richest 1%. They say that they are stopping terrorism and protecting civilians - when we see that they are killing civilians and creating terrorists. Since World War II, the U.S. has insisted on controlling the world's greatest source of oil and natural gas, the so-called Greater Middle East (what the U.S. military calls "Central Command").  Control, not access to the region's energy resources is what the U.S. demands. (In fact ,we import very little oil an gas from the Mideast for consumption in the U.S., contrary to what both parties say).  Control gives the U.S. government an unparalleled advantage over energy-hungry rival governments in Europe and Asia. It is shocking to realize that Americans are killing people from Libya to Pakistan, and from central Asia to central Africa, because China needs oil - and the U.S. government intends to control where they get it.

President Obama was elected as the peace candidate. During his campaign, he vowed to end the abuses and reverse the policies of the previous administration. Instead, he has protected torturers and refused to investigate or prosecute them; maintained indefinite detention and rendition; revived military commissions; vastly expanded targeted killings and even assassinated U.S. citizens (and their teen-aged children, purposely - see the case of Anwar Alawlaki). Bush’s policy was to kidnap people, send them to Bagram or Guantanamo or some other torture chamber (which are still in operation) and try to extract some information from them: Obama’s policy is just to kill them. And now he does it secretly, without any Constitutional authorization, by drone strikes that kill innocent civilians and outrage people around the world. But the 1% need the war - and the military contracts - to protect their economic control. President Obama is acting as their agent. 

These acts are obviously unconstitutional. This is the kind of unlimited power exercised by government leaders in dictatorships, not democracies. The authors of the Constitution would have seen them as paramount examples of "high crimes and misdemeanors" requiring impeachment. 

Our civil liberties are the foundation of American liberty. They are also essential for restoring economic justice at this time of unprecedented inequality - when nearly half of Americans are now in the ranks of the poor or near poor, and the 400 richest people in the U.S. own as much as the combined wealth of half the American population. To correct such profound disparities, we must be able to speak out, assemble and petition our government for redress of grievances - and do so without fear of police violence and the threat of arbitrary imprisonment.

If you object to the Obama administration's violating the Constitution to conduct illegal and unjustified wars in the Mideast and Africa - and misrepresenting the reasons for them - while doing nothing about the economy except aiding the rich, tell your representatives in Congress. The offices of Representative Tim Johnson - and of Senators Dick Durbin and Mark Kirk - can be reached at 202-224-3121.

In Champaign-Urbana you can join us in the "Anti-War Anti-Racism Effort" (AWARE). We meet every Sunday at 5pm in the McKinley Foundation, 5th and Daniel Streets in Champaign, near the UIUC campus. We discuss the war and what can be done against it. Visitors are welcome - and see our Facebook page. We also present the program AWARE on the Air each Tuesday 10-11pm on Urbana Public Television, channels 6 & 99. Each week we bring you comments by members and friends of AWARE about the war and the opposition to it, locally and nationally, by Americans like us who oppose our government's betrayal of our democratic principles.
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