JUNE 2012. ~ IS THE WAR IN THE MIDEAST OVER? ~ NO, AND IT WON'T BE

-- UNTIL THE AMERICAN PEOPLE DEMAND OUR GOVERNMENT STOP IT

***

The most important thing the federal government does is kill people, and the Obama administration has shown itself even more brutal and efficient at that than the Bush administration was. But both administrations are part of a generation-long foreign policy that seeks to dominate world energy resources for the benefit of a tiny economic elite in America - and to the detriment of most Americans and others.

Today the US government is threatening, invading, and occupying countries from Libya to Pakistan, and from Central Asia to Central Africa - a vast circle with a more than 2,000-mile radius, sometimes called the Greater Middle East: the US military calls it "Central Command." This region has the world's greatest concentration of oil and natural gas, and our government is spending hundreds of billions of dollars, month after month, to control it. Control and not just access to these energy resources is what our government demands. We in fact import very little oil from the Mideast - no more than we export from the US - but control of Mideast oil gives the US an unparalleled advantage over its oil-hungry rivals in Europe and Asia.

We're killing people in Asia and Africa because China and other countries need oil, and our government intends to control where they get it. Our government says that we are conducting these vastly expensive wars to stop terrorism and protect civilians - but we can see that, instead, we're killing civilians and creating terrorists. These wars are against the interests of the vast majority of Americans, as well as those of people in the rest of the world - they serve the interests only of the 1%.

This US war policy remains essentially the same whether the Republicans or the Democrats are in office. More than 1,300 Americans have died in Afghanistan since Obama took office, more than twice the number that died under George W. Bush. In addition, thousands of Afghans have been killed, and thousands of Afghans and Americans are living with horrible injuries. The corpses - including those of children - are piled high around the White House. 

The government claims that the war in Iraq is over, and that the war in Afghanistan is 'winding down,' but neither is true. In traditional imperialist fashion - like Britain and France in the 19th century - the United States government is relying on puppet governments to do its bidding. Iraq - with the world's second largest oil reserves - will have the world's largest embassy (ours, of course) and a collection of US officials and mercenaries the size of an army division; Afghanistan ("Pipelinistan," as it is called) has "agreed" to host US troops at least until 2024!

The Obama administration’s innovation in the US war in the Greater Middle East (and Africa) is to add assassinations - by drone or death squad ("Special Operations") - in at least six countries now. Obama has purposely killed men, women, and children - including American citizens - with no legal authority and in obvious violation of the Constitution.  Bush kidnapped people around the world and tortured them in Abu Ghraib and Guantanamo: Obama simply murders them.

***

AWARE - the Anti-War Anti-Racism Effort of Champaign-Urbana, a local peace group

- is made up of people who believe that, if Americans knew what the Obama administration is doing in their name, they would be appalled.


If you object to the Obama administration's violating the Constitution to conduct illegal and unjustified wars - and misrepresenting the reasons for them - tell your representatives in Congress. They can be reached at 202-224-3121.


We meet every Sunday at 5pm in the McKinley Foundation, Fifth and Daniel Streets in Champaign, near the UIUC campus. We discuss the war and what can be done against it. Visitors are welcome - and see our Facebook page. We also present the cable TV program "AWARE on the Air" each Tuesday at 10pm (and repeated through the week) on Urbana Public Television, channels 6 & 99.

<http://www.anti-war.net/>

JUNE, 2012. ~ IS THE GREAT RECESSION OVER? ~ NO, AND IT WON'T BE

-- UNTIL THE AMERICAN PEOPLE DEMAND THE GOVERNMENT STOP IT

***

The second most important thing the federal government does is transfer wealth from the majority to an economic elite - from the 99% to the 1%, as the Occupy Wall Street movement says. For 40 years all US administrations, Republican and Democrat, have concentrated wealth at an accelerating rate in the hands of the very rich. The result is that now inequality of wealth is greater in the US than in any other industrialized nation. In this regard, the Obama administration has outdone even the Bush administration in working for its Wall Street masters. It is not an accident that Barack Obama raised more money from Wall Street than Republican candidate John McCain in 2008 - and is now raising more money from Wall Street that Republican candidate Mitt Romney for the 2012 election. 

President Obama came into office with one obvious responsibility, in the wake of the financial crisis of 2007 - and more than 30 years of flat wages for most people in the US: to provide decent jobs at a living wage for Americans, particularly those who were about to lose their homes. Instead, his administration bailed out the banks and the insurance companies. During the Great Depression, the Roosevelt administration had established the Works Progress Administration to provide Americans with jobs. (It lasted until unemployment disappeared in production for World War II.) But the Obama administration did nothing similar. Their minimal "stimulus program" gave money to banks and corporations, in hopes that they would hire more people - when what was needed was spending power on the part of the majority: that could come only from good jobs and financial security. But the Obama administration was working for Wall Street, not for the average American, so there were few jobs.  

Occupy America: Infoguide, Primer, & FAQ:

<http://digitaloccupation.tumblr.com/post/11218257414/occupy-america-infoguide-primer-and-f-a-q>.

This page has some good basic info on the history and purpose of the protests.

Declaration of the Occupation of New York City: <http://www.nycga.net/resources/declaration/>. This is the official statement of the Occupation of Wall Street. Notice that there are many problems listed, but they are all caused by corporations not being regulated because those corporations use their money to control elections and corrupt our government. Our government therefore ends up serving the interests of corporations, not the people. That is our number-one problem. All the other problems stem from that. The rich and the corporations run our government. It doesn’t represent us at all. And when that happens, it’s pretty serious. It basically got us into another depression, which is really only beginning. So if you would like to try to get the government back in the hands of all the people, rather than just in the hands of the people who can afford to spend millions of dollars on campaign donations and lobbying, then we all have to work together. We need your help, your skills, your time.

The Process and Philosophy: Here’s a short video explaining the process and philosophy behind the occupation: <http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=6dtD8RnGaRQ>. 

***

AWARE SUPPORTS 'OCCUPY C-U,' PART OF THE 'OCCUPY WALL STEET' MOVEMENT

Let your voice be heard! 'Like us' on Facebook, follow the twitter stream @OccupyCU, and post on the site. Check the calendar for our events, they are all open to the public and everyone is welcome to attend:

<http://occupycu.org/>

