WHAT IS THE OBAMA ADMINISTRATION DOING ABOUT AMERICANS' 

DEMANDS FOR AN END TO THE WAR AND THE RECESSION?

Chris Hedges - who spent nearly two decades as a foreign correspondent in Central America,

the Middle East, Africa, and the Balkans - posted the following on December 23, 2012: 

Over the past year I and other plaintiffs including Noam Chomsky and Daniel Ellsberg have pressed a lawsuit in the federal courts to nullify Section 1021(b)(2) of the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). This egregious section, which permits the government to use the military to detain U.S. citizens, strip them of due process and hold them indefinitely in military detention centers, could have been easily fixed by Congress. The Senate and House had the opportunity this month to include in the 2013 version of the NDAA an unequivocal statement that all U.S. citizens would be exempt from 1021(b)(2), leaving the section to apply only to foreigners. But restoring due process for citizens was something the Republicans and the Democrats, along with the White House, refused to do. The fate of some of our most basic and important rights—ones enshrined in the Bill of Rights as well as the Fourth and Fifth amendments of the Constitution—will be decided in the next few months in the courts. If the courts fail us, a gulag state will be cemented into place.... 

The corporate state knows that the steady deterioration of the economy and the increasingly savage effects of climate change will create widespread social instability. It knows that rage will mount as the elites squander diminishing resources while the poor, as well as the working and middle classes, are driven into destitution. It wants to have the legal measures to keep us cowed, afraid and under control. It does not, I suspect, trust the police to maintain order. And this is why, contravening two centuries of domestic law, it has seized for itself the authority to place the military on city streets and citizens in military detention centers, where they cannot find redress in the courts. The shredding of our liberties is being done in the name of national security and the fight against terrorism. But the NDAA is not about protecting us. It is about protecting the state from us. That is why no one in the executive or legislative branch is going to restore our rights. The new version of the NDAA, like the old ones, provides our masters with the legal shackles to make our resistance impossible. And that is their intention.

Hedges' post in full is at <http://www.truthdig.com/report/item/the_final_battle_20121223/>.


If you object to the Obama administration's conducting illegal and unjustified wars - and misrepresenting the reasons for them - as well as cutting social bnefits that you've earned (Social Security and Medicare), call your Illinois senators (Dick Durbin and Mark Kirk) and your representative in Congress (Rodney Davis): their Washington offices can be reached at 202-224-3121. 


AWARE is a local peace group, made up of people who believe that if Americans knew what the government is doing in their name, they would be appalled. We meet every Sunday at 5pm at the White Horse Inn, 510 E. John St., Champaign, near the UIUC campus. We discuss the war and what can be done against it. Visitors are welcome - and see our Facebook page. We also present the cable TV program "AWARE on the Air" each Tuesday at 10pm on Urbana Public Television - channels 6 & 99 and online at <http://urbanapublictelevision.org>.    ###

