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wa,v through !h€ court svstem Those knovrledgeablc about the.llIR's

orobl<ms hur nnr In arrendJnce. \r  !  h , '  \ \ . rnc I  t  rr"n uurncd lrom '
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Dete directh,\4'ith Wcbers Jo mrl Enritled The Bat?es Refie , thc llrst

i..u" ouos.lrt"d O.tob.r 199'+ l'heAugust 29 edition ofthe'lle Spt']t-

lighr, publishcd just prior to rhe IHR's Labor Da,v eeting canicd a

r hne p,ec .prc rd ,rnoun, rrg rhr rn rg rzine rn'  l r  J 'ng i r ' ' l r ' r  'J i  "n ' l
rnJC,r t  Je. f lor*rr , rcd th,r  h,  l .o lc,rneJ. l ,*nn I r"m rhi 'J i 'Put '

Rather than hidc his control, hc prominentl,v posted his o\\n name on

thc magazine's titlo page. The firsr issue publishcd twentv plus congrat

ulatofr'i'ietters to the editor." LaVonne FLrrr and Tom Kcrr, the trvo Le

gion for thc Survival of Freedom board nembcrs whose (temporary)

i'"*ia' loa enablcd \Vebcr's crerv to seize control, rc signed uP *'ith

C".o. lln, surprisingly, live people closclv associared $ith Libe(\

Lobbv, including its counsel, Nlark Lane, fornrally added their names

t*'n ud.titinttul attnt".yr, Kirk Lyons and Sam Dickson, scnt lettcrs of

support as *,cll. r-inallr, Jeanne Degrclle, u'idow of Waffen SS Gencral

Leon Degrelle, *'rote hcr special regards.i Each namc providcd a cluc to

Clartos standing among his pecrs
Although the IHR's 199'l conference counled as a signilicant markcr

in the stail s ninc-year battle wirh its fonref boss, the mosl rcmarhablc

cvent lhat weekcnd u'as a speech b1 lirnst 7-undcl Uom in southeastern

Ccrmany in 1919, tlmst Ch,i,tof p'i"d;.h Zu"del gre*'up under thc

o, cr | r ine \ l l ied for.et  I 'c, i , 'e n-nigrJrrns tu (  
-nJJd ir  lasR B\ l l r '

m'd.16-r ' '  l -e h 
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bc.omc " lurr \  f l idgPd dl 'o lopi ' r  for Hir l ' '  shi l '  '
chc\rinq the uniforms and bulfoonery of Ho111t'ood-stvlc neo'Nazisnr'

according to Stanlq Barrett. a scholar rvhose 1987 book on Canad'rt

r ishr s inq,  / .  c J. ,  nr 'nr"  t \ ,6r i t  lcJ -nu. h uf 'zLnd' l '  c"r [  ' " r"  '
L ndc, ,  i , rc l1 Jr.grr i . (d p..uJon\m /undcl a ' l rhor 'J '  

t 'ool  enrrr l ' ' l

'lhe Hitlet We Loled and \'l,hy and contributed rcgularly to an Lrrr

abashcd national socialist monthll bulletin produced bv another (ict

man 6nigr6 thcn living in Wesl Virginia.'q Despire this historv, 7'untl' I

erhibited an almost endless capacity for self-promotion fmm a hoLrsr

in loronto, he did business using thc name Sarnisdat Plrblictrli('rr"

evoking the imagc of an underground dissident press hatding a total l r rrr

ian staie. I t  was onlv onc of Zundels manv clevcr mnrkct ing slnr l ) i r !
One of thc booklcts on his distr ibxt ion l ist  was Di ' l  Str  

' \ l ' / ln ' r  
/ l '1r / / r

Dic?,andi twasthispi t 'ccofproplg.rnclrrrh.r t tunrcdZLrnt lc lsnrrr l i i r r '
a ( lanarl i , rn ncwsprrpcr hc,r t l l inc "
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djan prosecutors chaqed hirn with willfullv publtshing fatse ne{.s rhar
"is likelv ro cause mischief ro a public inrcres!. ' Ihev cired the Si,r M,l,
lion pamphlct and one othcr publication. When the case finallv rvcnr ro
court in 1985, Zundel was convicted. But not beforc he had rvrung "one
million dollars" of publicir! out of rhe six-week triai. Dressed cach day
in a bulictproof vest and a hafd har nrscribed wirh rhe slogan 'Fr€edom
of Specch," he walkcd into the courrhouse surrounded by a gaggle of
support€rs, also wearing hard hats. Televlsion cameras could no! fesisr
the act ion.rr

Zundelappealcd the conliction, and an Ontario courr or,crtunred thc
vcrdic( oo technicr l i r ies in 19U7. A few months later a seconJ tr ia lon
the saDe charges hegan. Dlrring rhi! second rrial, deftndtng Zundcl be-
came the busjness of thc entife revisionisr industry \\,idespread finan,
cial support enabled him to mount a vigoroL,s legal defcnse. I)avid Ining
traveled from England and lesrified on his behatf, as did N'tark \\teber
and scvcral other lesscrJrnown ligures. Zundel supporters er,cn un<ler
wrotc a thirtl-live thousand-dollar expense to scnd a ream of '€xper!s"
to tahe rock brick sampler from Auschu,itz in an artempt to prole that
gas chambers ncvcr eristed. Dcspire the elaborate defense. Zundel was
onc€ again convicted on thc facts and scntenced this time !o ninc
months. On this occasion h€ shorved up for prison in a concenrrarion
caml costume lvith blc\ision cameras in tot!,, oncc more lqueezing
every possiblc orrnce of publicity from his legal travaik. lle served only
one rveek before benrg balled out lrhile his case was appealed to the
Canadian Supreme Clourt.ri

\tl{rcn Canadian justices rendercd their final dccision in 1992, rhey
notcd thal the satutc under nhich Zundel had bccn charged datcd from
the year 1275 in England, "a socieg dorninatcd bv e;rtrelrel_v pou,erlul
landou'ners." Thc justices noted thar lingland had alreadv abolished this
old hq and rh,r  rhe tn i r (d\r"rcr .dJ; , \cr ,d"nr.J i r '  fhc) d, . iJ .d
that the statute prohibiting "false news" abridged the frccdom olexpres
sion guarantecd in the Canadian Charter of Righrs and Frccdoms, and
the chargcs against Zundcl were dismisscd. r

Fifteen l.ears after attcnding the IHR's lirsr convcnrion as a German
(migr6 $,ith a small personal footprint, Zundei rcturned ro the 199,1
conlerence after thesc baftles as a \critable yeri. At the Sarurda,v night
hunquct address he was formally introduced as thc "leading distributor
ol  fcr is ionisf  matcr ials.  lhe stalT added an unusual d;sclaimcr the
l l l l t 's soals lvcrc " fundamentnlh di f fefent ' f rom Zundels,  an apprrent
rcl( f tn.(  lo his rrycrr r t l rocacy of rrrrn)nrr l  social isrn. Nevcnhclcss, hc
\ars ( l .s(  r ibc( l  ro Br{, , r  , r1,1, l rrrrsc ,rs Lhc "r ing nr lsrcr '  q,ho hai l  t , rnrr , t l  r  hc
" l r r r l {c rrrc( ] i l  r  r r  r rs l | { , | ( l i  r l  i r t  Jr is r \ \ r )  r f r i r ts "


