THE ANTI-WAR ANTI-RACISM EFFORT OF CHAMPAIGN-URBANA (AWARE)

At the end of November 2010 our occupation of Afghanistan

- the longest war in United States' history -

had lasted longer than the Russian occupation of that country.

And the "AfPak War" is only part of what the Pentagon

has frankly called "The Long War" for years -

the murderous American campaigns, overt and covert,

to control the energy resources of the Middle East.

How long can we continue to kill people half-way around the world

without suffering the consequences? Bring all the troops home.

Stop paying for war from Palestine to Pakistan.

President Obama joins President Herbert Hoover's inaction on the economy at home with the vicious war-making abroad of Presidents Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon. The former was defeated for re-election, and the latter three failed to complete their presidential terms because of their murderous foreign policy.  But - despite their reversals in the last election - the Democrats and Obama today seem to think that they can hang on by continuing to do nothing about foreclosures and jobs while they increase the killing in the American war against the Middle East. Americans' growing outrage with the President and Congress is practically unprecedented.

Promoting war and rumors of war are the US government's ways of distracting Americans from the fact that they are running the economy for the tiny American economic elite - whose interests are directly opposed to those of the majority of the American (and world ) population.

The Wikileaks documents illustrate a vast contempt for democracy, both at home and abroad, on the part of our government. But the Obama administration's response has been to harass and - in the case of Pfc. Bradley Manning (see over) - imprison incommunicado and without charge the brave people who have exposed our government's crimes. The US government knows that if Americans knew what was being done around the world in their name, they would reject it. But the Obama administration continues to kill people - at an increasing rate - in Iraq and Afghanistan, and also in Pakistan, Yemen, and Somalia; and they are threatening Iran.

If you are appalled that the Obama administration - against the wishes of three out of four Americans - is conducting an unjustified war in the Middle East and misrepresenting the reason for it, while doing nothing about the economy except aiding the rich, call your Congressional representatives.  Congressman Tim Johnson, Senator Dick Durbin - and newly-elected Senator Mark Kirk - can be reached through the Capitol switchboard at 202-224-3121. Your protest makes a difference: local Congressman Tim Johnson, who voted for the invasions of Afghanistan and Pakistan, now says that he was wrong to do so - and refuses to vote for any more funding for war in the Middle East. He has kept his promise by voting that way. Our senators should do the same.

AWARE, the Anti-War Anti-Racism Effort of Champaign-Urbana, meets every Sunday at 5pm in the McKinley Foundation, 5th and Daniel Streets in Champaign, near the UIUC campus. We discuss the war and what can be done against it. Visitors are welcome - and see our Facebook page. We also present AWARE on the Air each Tuesday 10-11pm on Urbana Public Television, channel 6.  Each week we bring you comments by members and friends of AWARE about the war and the opposition to it, locally and nationally, by Americans who oppose our government's betrayal of our democratic principles. 
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