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OCCUPY WALL STREET

- NOT AFGHANISTAN -

The Ongoing U.S. War for Oil in the Mideast 

Serves the Interests of the Rich 1%:

It's Against the Interests of 99% of Us

This Thanksgiving, the military whom our leaders sent to invade 

a country half way around the world killed six children in AfPak for us.

Today, ten years after the U.S. government invaded Afghanistan, Americans across the country are rising up against the economic and military policies of the Obama administration.

The Obama administration has expanded Bush's wars throughout 

southwest Asia and Africa and now threatens Iran. 

"Occupy Wall Street" - the ongoing demonstrations 

in New York - are spreading across the county.

Americans oppose the government's killing and the banksters' looting.

11 THINGS THE WEALTHIEST AMERICANS COULD BUY FOR THE U.S. THAT MOST FAMILIES CAN'T AFFORD FOR THEMSELVES. Collectively, the richest 400 households in the U.S. own 1.37 trillion dollars - a number so high that it's nearly impossible to comprehend. To help put it in perspective, here are eleven things that their combined wealth - $1.37 trillion - could buy: 

~A NEW CAR for every family in the U.S.

~Fill up every U.S. driver's tank with GAS - and keep it full for 3 1/2 years.

~Pay off every STUDENT LOAN for every single student in the U.S.

~Pay off ALL CREDIT CARD DEBT for every single person in the U.S.

~MORTGAGE PAYMENTS for every homeowner in the U.S. for 14 months.

~RENT for every tenant in the U.S. for three years.

~All FORECLOSED HOMES in 2007 and 2008.

~The ANNUAL SALARIES of 19 million families for one year.

~A $10,000 BONUS to every single worker in the country.

~TRIPLE THE TEACHERS in the U.S. and then provide each teacher in the U.S. a $30,000 RAISE.

~Replace 70% OF THE MONEY lost in Great Recession of 2008.

Ban Cluster Bombs

Indiscriminate Weapons

Cluster bombs are designed as anti-personnel, anti-armor weapons, but the primary victims have been innocent civilians. More than 95% of known cluster bomb victims are civilians and 40% are children, who are drawn to the small, toy-like metal objects.

Cluster bomb casings release hundreds of bomblets - the size of a soup can or orange - over wide areas, frequently missing intended military targets and killing nearby civilians.

Commonly used cluster bombs are designed to explode into hundreds of pieces of razor-sharp shrapnel that rip through bodies. They are deadlier than land mines.

Anywhere from 5% to 20% of modern cluster munitions do not detonate upon impact (this rate rises to 30%-50% for older bombs used in the second Indochina War), leaving a deadly hazard for years to come.

U.S. cluster bomb use

Over the past 50 years, the Unites States has been the principal producer and user of cluster munitions, having used them in Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, Iraq and Kuwait (1st Gulf War), Kosovo and Serbia, Afghanistan and Iraq. More recently, U.S.-made cluster munitions were found in Lebanon after the war with Israel in 2006, and there are credible reports of a U.S. cluster bomb attack in Yemen in December.

Aren’t cluster bombs already banned? 

The short answer is, “yes,” cluster bombs are banned (by some countries) In February of 2007, following several years of debate in the context of the Convention on Conventional Weapons discussions in Geneva, Switzerland, Norway invited all interested countries to Oslo to begin negotiating a treaty that would ban cluster munitions that cause unacceptable harm to civilians. At this meeting, 48 countries participated, and 46 agreed to continue what became known as the Oslo process. Over the course of nearly two years, 6 different meetings were held in different regions of the world. The result was the Convention on Cluster Munitions which was formally signed by 94 countries in Oslo, Norway in December of 2008.

This international treaty bans the production, transfer, stockpiling and use of cluster munitions. As of August, 2011, 109 countries have joined the treaty. Of this number, 60 countries have ratified the treaty with their own parliamentary process.

While more than half of the countries that have cluster munitions have signed the agreement, major hold outs include the United States, Russia, China, India, Israel and Pakistan. 

What can we do?

1. Support the Cluster Munitions Civilian Protection Act (S558, HR 996).

This legislation requires use of cluster munitions against military targets only and forbids use of cluster munitions with a greater than 1% failure rate (see http://clusterbombs.mcc.org/resources/US-legislation).

2. Better yet, urge the U.S. government to accede to the Landmine Ban and Convention on Cluster Munitions (uscbl.org AND stopclustermunitions.org).

3. Urge the U.S. government to significantly increase its support for bomb clearance work in Laos (legaciesofwar.org). Urge a U.S. commitment of $10 million per year for 10 years for bomb removal in Laos.

157 countries have joined the Landmine Ban Treaty, but not the U.S.

111 countries have joined the Convention on Cluster Munitions, but not the U.S.

The U.S. has given $51 million toward bomb removal over the past 16 years -

but only 500,000 of the estimated 75 million cluster bombs have been destroyed.

We at AWARE think that, if Americans knew what the U.S. administration

is doing in their name, militarily and economically, they would be appalled.

