
- Loren King,

- Keith Schneider, ModeShift 

Directed by Aaron Dennis 
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The People and The Olive is an inspiring documentary about the 
daily struggles and joys of Palestinian olive farmers. When a group 
of American ultra-marathoners sets out to run 129 miles in 5 days 
across the West Bank they discover that in replanting uprooted 
olive trees they are planting hope and building cultural bridges. 

The People and The Olive Run Across 
Palestine in February 2012, as a project of the Michigan-based 

On The Ground, which works to support sustainable 
community development in farming regions across the world. The 
run was supported by the Palestine Fair Trade Association, a 
collective more than 2500 small-scale farmers in the West Bank 
who have embraced fair trade practices to sustain their futures and 
to sell their products worldwide.

“Past generations planted these trees that we’re eating from 

and are supporting our lives, and we plant trees for our future 

generations to support their lives.” 

- Nasser Abufarha, Palestine Fair Trade Association founder
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Director’s Statement

about hope, peace and the cross-cultural 
connections that the Run Across Palestine 

rarely shown. Instead we are given stories 

It was great honor to work locally with On The Ground and in 

On The Ground to replant olive trees in the West Bank.

Founder of Stone Hut Studios

Stone Hut Studios is a Traverse City, Michigan-based production company 
with a mission to create “Films For A Better World”. For more information visit 
StoneHutStudios.com

“An inspirational thriller”
- Loren King,

“Courageous journalism that matters to the 

- Keith Schneider, ModeShift 

- Boston Palestine Film Festival

Total  Running  Time:  70  minutes

Produced  by  Aaron  Dennis  and  Jacob  Wheeler.  Directed,  

Filmed  and  Edited  by  Aaron  Dennis

Featuring  music  from  Al  Andalus  Ensemble,  Souad  Massi  and  

Joshua  Davis

50% of proceeds from the sale of this DVD will go to 

On The Ground to support the planting of olive trees 

in Palestine. 

Palestine,  or  to  donate  to  On  The  Ground,  visit  www.

OnTheGroundGlobal.org

ThePeopleandTheOlive.com
231-620-8072 
StoneHutStudios.com
stonehutstudios@gmail.com
PHOTOS and POSTER



WHY NOW?
-

-

The Palestine Fair Trade Association, a collective of over 
-

braced fair trade practices to sustain their future and to 
sell their products worldwide, supported the Run Across 

witnessing the harsh reality and uplifting beauty of life in 
the West Bank.

WHAT DO OLIVE TREES MEAN TO PALESTINIAN 
FARMERS? 
Olives are their livelihood, their source of sustenance 

-
tually, to the land. But Palestinians are denied access to 

-
cupation. How do they persevere? And what should the 

the world do?

HOW WAS THIS FILMED?
The People and The Olive was created as a labor of 

-
nated hours.  In order to avoid security restrictions 

-

edited a daily web-series that followed the run, and was 

of each day was preserved against the possibility of  
-

WHAT WAS THE RUN ACROSS PALESTINE?

olive trees and raise awareness of the struggles of 
-

establish sustainable olive growing practices in a place 

rooted in the ancient olive tree.

MORE INFORMATION & FAQ



WHAT IS ON THE GROUND?
On The Ground is a Traverse City, Michigan-based 

-

-

schools there.

HOW MANY TREES HAVE BEEN DESTROYED IN 
PALESTINE?

-
-

replanting trees, you can donate at onthegroundg-
lobal.org

IS THIS FILM “ANTI” ANYTHING?

presenting policies such as the “separation barrier” 

he sees.

-

HOW DOES THE DOCUMENTARY RELATE TO THE 
WEB-SERIES?

editing and uploading the videos to give the world a 

-

restructured and re-edited to tell the whole story, 

universities, and other venues.  For the present, the 
web-series will be available only to its supporters via 

HOW WAS THE DOCUMENTARY FUNDED?

-

production fees and to help support distribution goals 

to advanced the goals of The Run Across Palestine -  



On The Ground to support further planting of olive trees 
in Palestine.

PALESTINE FAIR TRADE ASSOCIATION
-

collectives and cooperatives across the country.  Col-

-

-

-

-
tives above the price, and the cooperatives and collec-
tives that are established along the production process 

-

WHAT IS STONE HUT STUDIOS?
Stone Hut Studios is a Traverse City, Michigan-based 

-

LINKS
On The Ground

Stone Hut Studios

Palestine Fair Trade Association

Trees For Life

-

the best of the East and West.”

Souad Massi

the soundtrack.

“Good-for-the-world creative services.” Graphic design 



AARON DENNIS  

wife Chelsea.

JACOB WHEELER 

Twin Cities, is a contributing editor at the progressive 

Arbor Sun in northern Michigan, and authored a book 

Light and Shadow.

newspapers including the San Francisco Chronicle 

VIVIEN SANSOUR  

has been a contributing photographer for several

To read about the the behind-the-scenes and On The 

THE FILM CREW

Photo by Aubrey Ann Parker



MERYL MARSH – 
RUNNER
Meryl is a resident of Traverse 
City, Michigan where she has 
worked for the Michigan based 

Tree Archive as the Global 
Operations Coordinator since 

the Run Across Palestine, but she knew very little about 
the West Bank and the Palestinian people before going 

outlook, and touched her heart.

JOSHUA DAVIS – 
MUSICIAN

producer, traveler and 
educator who is especially 
interested in the ways 

educate and to foster peace and understanding.

in a household that strongly supports Israel, and he 
had previously visited the holy land on a birth-right 

of his heart for peace and truth, and because of his 

goodness goes beyond barriers as he befriends the 

people of Palestine.

NASSER ABUFARHA - 
SUPPORTER
Nasser is the founder of 
Canaan Fair Trade and 
The Palestine Fair Trade 
Association. When he 

that fair trade is what could 

change you wish to see in the world.”

TIMOTHY YOUNG– 
R.A.P. TEAM LEADER

and chef of Food For Thought, 
Inc., creators of organic and 

specialty and fair trade foods 
in northern Michigan. He is 
passionate about Fair Trade, 

ADDITIONAL RUNNERS

Claire Everhart
Chris Treter

RUNNING NARRATORS

MAIN CHARACTERS AND RUNNERS



RAISING AWARENESS AT PAL-
ESTINE FILM FESTIVAL

-

be best described as an inspirational thriller. Nothing 

be anything else.

-

-

Web series about the Run Across Palestine in Febru-

politics, but we wanted to transcend politics.”

THE PEOPLE & THE OLIVE 
CHARTS TRAVERSE CITY’S 
NEW GLOBAL FOCUS 
of the Run Across Palestine crew for producing an event 

-

And bravo to Traverse City. The restless little city near 
the top of Lake Michigan is producing a new genera-
tion of talented artists and business owners who are 

and liberty.

-

-

-

-
ing the olive trees their grandfathers planted, and 
caring for the land they know and love like their own 

lucrative agricultural industry for an aspiring nation 

percent.

of the  Palestine Fair Trade Association, a group of 
-

-

-

REVIEWS



-

-

places that Higher Grounds does business.

-
-

schools.

-

-

national reputation for the strength and ardor of its civic 

downtown theater to anchor it, take interest in caring for 
-

around locally produced fresh foods, or convert a 

A new generation is building on this work. Chris Treter, 

concerns to cross national and cultural boundaries.

Higher Grounds and Food For Thought are actively 

and satisfying business strategies. The Great Lakes 

focuses a good deal of its annual conference on global 

change is already producing in the Great Lakes. Aubrey 
-

graphed the Run Across Palestine, is an editor at Circle 
-

tion, founded by Carl and Eileen Ganter, that reports 
on the global confrontation between water, energy, and 
food.

-

-
-

lives of purpose here.

Photo by Aubrey Ann Parker



ABU ADNAN ABED EL SALAM

A NATURAL ENVIRONMENTALIST

healthy and fertile, and the terraces he builds to protect his soil 

-
ther, and I have been planting trees all our lives without using 

with these bare hands. I never get tired.”

-

WORKING BY HAND

TRUE ROMANCE

-

drops a bucket and brings out fresh clear rainwater for his wife 

in the sun.

RECONNECTING WITH THE TREES

eldest son, Adnan, who used to work as a day laborer inside 
-

that at the end of the season he would have nowhere to sell his 

the world. I will be rewarded by the end of the season. Why 

And now his sons and daughter who grew up knowing the 

-

because he says, “the day I die I will die in peace because I 

CONTENTED HEARTS

-

attribute their health and strength to their life style and what 
they describe as their “content hearts” because they believe 

RWADA KADER

LIVING BY THE SEASONS

house is surrounded by ancient terraces of olive trees, al-

FARMER STORIES



When walking in her well-kept terraces one can indulge in the 

Fava beans, wild oregano, olives, onions, garlic, lentils, wheat, 

-

-

ORGANIC ON PRINCIPLE

-
ganic agriculture. When she thinks of people using pesticides 
or herbicide she feels outrage because she says “we endure 
occupation and political hardship, the only friend to us is the 

-

-
cal stability.”

SCHOLARSHIPS OFFER HOPE
-

Canaan that would pay for his engineering career. His draw-

-

-

He loves Canaan Fair Trade because since it started he began 

feels that it is a two edged sword “because even though tech-

appetite of eating.”

This is why she wants everyone to try her delicious olive oil 
because she is certain that once you taste her olive oil you 

healthy foods!

MUSTAFA AND SHAFAQ JARAR

FATHER OF THE TOWN

Taking after his father, Mustafa is indeed Abu El Balad and his 

-

happy because through these visits they feel connected to the 
world. “We are always surprised how little people around the 

bad ideas about who we are. When they stay with us, share our 

WELCOMING THE WORLD
-

of his people to the outside world. He says, “Before I never 

FARMER STORIES



-

-

REDISCOVERING HOPE

-

wants to invite people to sports activities and historic tours of 

oldest churches in the world.

says that hiring young people to work in presses and en-

the rest of the crop to waste.

EMPOWERING WOMEN
-

Maftoul season with great anticipation.”

proud because he now knows that he is part of a global cul-

IMPORTANT FACTS ABOUT PALESTINE

Palestinian identity, culture and tradition.

dedicated to olive production.

*Stats courtesy of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics and 



replanting thousands of olive trees…

SUPPLYING TREES TO FARMERS

and those whose trees or lands have been destroyed 

tins of Canaan olive oil a contribution of one dollar for 

-

-

REVERSING THE DESTRUCTION

Palestine Fair Trade Association, with the support of Ca-
naan Fair Trade and our olive oil distributors around the 

olive trees in Palestine every year. Besides its develop-
-

-

-

-

-

-

TREES FOR LIFE... REPLANTING THE OLIVE TREE


